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Lesson Title: Booktalking Avi’s Books
Creator: Deborah McHugh
Builder:  http://www.informationliteracy.org/builder/1990
Brief Description: In their English Language Arts class, eighth grade students will be doing an author study of Avi. Throughout this unit, the students will be using the library media center to learn about booktalks and to create a booktalk of their own. The T-L will do oral booktalks with the students, show students some video booktalks available online, play for students several student made podcasts of booktalks, and show students book trailers made by individuals and posted on YouTube. The T-L will provide students with a rubric which explains what will be required in their final project. Each student will be required to evaluate two other students work at the end of the presentations using the rubric provided. All equipment that is necessary to complete the project will be available in the media center. 
Information Literacy Skill(s): 

Definition

· Considers potential topics

Selection

· Narrows topic to be explored

Planning

· Identifies potential formats for presenting results

Exploration

· Explores range of information resources

Collection

· Identifies and extracts relevant information from selected sources

Organization

· Organizes final information for presentation

Presentation

· Presents results

Evaluation

· Evaluates end product
Information Literacy Standard(s): 

2.1.6 Use the writing process, media and visual literacy, and technology skills to create products that express new understandings.

2.2.4 Demonstrate personal productivity by completing products to express learning.

3.1.4 Use technology and other information to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess.

Related Subject Area(s): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Language Arts

Related Content Standard(s): (National)
Language Arts

· Reading
· Uses the generals skills and strategies of the reading process

· Listening and Speaking

· Uses listening and speaking skills for different purposes

· Viewing

· Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media
Collaborator(s): Debbie McHugh - Teacher-Librarian and 8th grade Language Arts Teacher
Credits: The following websites will be used to give students examples of the various types of booktalks:
· http://digitalbooktalk.com/?p=13 – examples of digital booktalks

· http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/authlist.htm - examples of written booktalks

· http://www.scholastic.com/librarians/ab/booktalks.htm - examples of video booktalks

· http://staff.wcasd.net/teachers/fhe_library/tweens_book_talks.htm- examples of podcasts made by teens
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Instructional Goals:

1. Students will learn the difference between a booktalk and a book review.

2. Students will learn the standard information that should be included in a booktalk.

3. Students will learn how to create a booktalk in various formats.

4. Students will learn how to evaluate the work of their peers.
Learning Objectives:  

1. Eighth grade students will be able to list at least one reason a booktalk is different from a book review.
2. Eighth grade students will be able to list three categories included in a booktalk and one thing that should not be in a booktalk.

3. Eighth grade students will be able to create one booktalk that includes the book title, author, the main characters, the setting, at least one interesting part of the story, and something that will grab the audience’s attention without giving away the ending of the story in one format of their choice.

4. Using a rubric, eighth grade students will be able to critically evaluate seven components of two of their peers’ booktalks.
Motivational Goals:

1. To stimulate students interest in literature.

2. Students will gain confidence in their ability to process information.
3. Promote students’ satisfaction in their ability to use media resources.
4. To encourage the importance of learning information skills and to motivate students to use these skills in their everyday life.

Grade Level(s):  8th Grade
Number of Students: 24 students
Relevant Characteristics: 

· All students are native English speakers. 

· Suburban, affluent setting.
· Broad range of reading levels.
· Varying range of learning styles.
· Both males and females.

· Little ethnic diversity.

· Students have used the library for research before.

· Age range: 12-14 although the majority of the students are 13 years old.

· The research is significant part of their Language Arts grade for the term.
Motivational Profile (Incoming Motivation Levels):

Attention: 


Low

Medium
 
High
Comments: About three quarters of the students in the class do not use the LMC on a regular basis so their behavior isn’t always appropriate but only one or two of the students are disruptive. The students who visit the LMC on a regular basis understand the rules and will be attentive throughout the instruction. 

Relevance: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: The majority of the students understand that this project is a significant part of their Language Arts grade. At first a few of the students will not understand why a booktalk isn’t just a book review or why they can’t just do it at home.
Confidence: 


Low

Medium
 
High
 Comments: Most of the students are comfortable using technology. Some students have exposure to computers only at school and will be less confident. Other students are extremely comfortable with technology and will have high confidence in their ability to complete the task.
Satisfaction Potential: 
Low

Medium
 
High
Comments: The majority of the students will be pleased with the end results of their project because they are given a choice of format. Some students may not be completely satisfied with their finished product given the strict time frame within which they will be working.
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(methods, media, materials)

Introduction:  Day 1
	1. As students enter the library, they will see the instructional area of the library is set up like a movie set. As soon as the students are settled, the aide will record the T-L doing several booktalks. 
	Demonstration, oral presentation
Video camera, whiteboard, projector, Avi books

	2. The T-L will give students a brief lesson on booktalks and the elements that are included and what should not be included. 
	Lecture
Smartboard

	3. The T-L will brainstorm with students some of the ways that a booktalk could be done. 
	Brainstorm

Flipchart paper

	4. The T-L will play for students several podcasts that have been created by students in previous years. The T-L will show students some sample posters, bookmarks, and brochures that simulate a booktalk.
	Discussion, Job Aids
Computer, speakers

Posters, bookmarks, brochures



	5. The T-L will introduce the assignment and the goals. The students will be creating their own booktalk for one of Avi’s books using a presentation medium of their choice. 
	Handout, Lecture


	6. The T-L will review the lesson and ask students questions about the lecture.
	Questions and answers


Body: 
Day 2: Summary of the previous lesson
	7. Each student will receive a laptop and headphones to view various types of recorded booktalks. The students will be directed to bookmarked websites that contain booktalks. 
	Laptops, headphones

	8. Students, either individually or as a group, will view booktrailers and video booktalks done by amateurs and semi-professionals. 
	Observation

Laptops, bookmarked websites

	Body (Continued)
	

	9. The T-L will show students the edited video of the booktalks recorded in the previous lesson. The T-L will inform the students that all of the websites they visited will be available to them from the library website.
	Smartboard

	10. The T-L will ask the students questions about the videos that they watched to verify the students understand the important elements of a booktalk and why it is not a review.
	Questions and answers, discussion

Flipchart paper

	11. The T-L will have the students brainstorm the advantages and disadvantages of the various forms of booktalks.
	Flipchart paper

	12. The T-L will remind students what the goals of the assignment are and ask students to volunteer the method they are considering for their presentation.
	Discussion

	Day 3: Summary of the previous lesson
	

	13. Each student will inform the T-L of the medium they will use for their booktalk.
	

	14. Allow students time to ask questions and get clarification if needed.
	Questions and answers

	15. The T-L will provide each student with a worksheet to help them organize the information they will need for their booktalk. Students will be given time to complete the worksheet.
	Worksheet, observation

pencils

	16. Students that have completed the worksheet will begin to work on their booktalks. Video and audio equipment that students will need will be available in the library.
	Observation

Video cameras, laptops, microphones, poster board, scrap paper, markers, pencils, rulers, computers, tripods

	17. The T-L will remind students that the equipment will be available in the library before, during, and after school. Praise students for the progress they have made on their project.
	

	Day 4 and 5: Summary of previous lessons
	

	18. Students will be given time to complete their projects.
	Observation

Video cameras, laptops, microphones, poster board, scrap paper, markers, pencils, rulers, computers, tripods


Conclusion: 

	Day 6 and 7: 
	

	19. Students will present to the class their booktalk.
	Oral presentation

Smartboard, computer, audio equipment

	20. Students will evaluate the booktalks of two other students.
	Rubric, pencils

	21. The T-L will ask students how they can use the skills they learned in this lesson in other ways. 
	Questions and answers

	22. The T-L will praise students for their efforts and hard work throughout these lessons.
	


Learning Assessment Method(s): 
· Observations of and discussions with students while they are working on their projects

· Final projects
· Peer evaluations using the rubric
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