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Tuck Everlasting Prologue and Chapters 1-8
FOCUS ACTIVITY

If you had the chance to stay young forever, would you take it? Why or why not?
Think-Pair-Share
With a partner, list possible advantages and disadvantages of never growing any older.

Setting a Purpose
Read to find out how a mysterious family stays young.

BACKGROUND

The Passage of Time

The time of year is an important feature of the setting in Tuck Everlasting. The prologue, or
introduction, to the novel states that the month is August, and the first paragraph opens with a
striking summer image. The author describes a Ferris wheel pausing in its turning, with the top
seat hanging in the stillness. This image helps to set the mood, or atmosphere, of the particular
August when the novel takes place. Notice that the author describes the first week of August as
motionless, and hot” and August as “the top of the year.” Her description suggests that the year
is at a turning point. The opening image also hints that the main character may be at a turning
point in her life.

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

axis [ak ”sis] n. straight line around which something rotates

contemplation [kon“tam pla”shan] n. process of thinking something through
disheartened [dis hart”and] adj. discouraged

implore [im plor“] v. to beg

primly [prim”1€] adv. stiffly; daintily

recede [ri s&d”] v. to move backward; to withdraw

rueful [r50”fal] adj. sad

venture [ven’char] n. bold or risky act
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