IST 511 Collection Development Assignment
July 2007
Molly Brazak, Jessica Howard, and Maureen Southorn
Needs of users:
This section includes books on film, specifically film noir, neo-noir, fantasy, gangster, martial arts, and horror film genres.  It also includes several subject areas like gender and film, aviation and film, the holocaust in film, Native Americans in film, homosexuality and film, food in film, and select other topics.  The primary users of these books would likely be students and faculty studying film, the history of film, gender studies, psychology, area studies, and social issues in film.   
There are a number of groups at Syracuse who might be inclined to use the film studies resources in this section.  They would be of particular interest to the students and faculty of the College of Visual and Performing Arts, the Newhouse School of Public Communications, and those affiliated with the Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture.  
Additionally, there are a number of subdivisions of this section of the library which might be of interest to individuals in other fields.  For example, there was a strong contingent of titles on the matters of women in film as well as the LGBT community in film.  These items might be of interest to those in women’s studies, social science, or the sociology field.  Similarly, historical books on film might be of interest to the history department. 
Weeding criteria:
· Duplicates, with possible exceptions for titles used frequently 

· Books in poor condition (with possibility of same title replacement)

· On topics represented by a larger number of books in the collection: “lesser works,”  i.e. works that duplicate the content of other books in the collection without adding historical value or a missing viewpoint

· Low circulation or use

NOTE: We are NOT weeding this section by date of publication, unless the subject matter is clearly dated (for example, a “comprehensive guide to horror film” published in 1980 when the same content can be found along with the last two decades).  

Adding criteria:
· New subjects of interest located within this call number.

· Supplements to thin or uneven subjects that will offer the user a more comprehensive or balanced view.

Collection Development Policies:
We were unable to obtain Syracuse University’s policy for this area. The most comprehensive policy found related to film studies collections is from Indiana University and can be found at http://www.libraries.iub.edu/index.php?pageId=2574
Items to weed:
Indelible Shadows (3 copies); PN 1995.9 H53157

Reasoning:  There are four copies.  We will keep the one in best condition.

Aviation in the Cinema; PN 1995.9 F58 P46

Reasoning:  This is similar in content to other books in the collection.  It is not well-organized, so it’s hard to navigate.  We plan to replace this with something new, incorporating more up-to-date information.

Gays and Film; PN 1995.9 H55 G3

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection.  There is a lot of material on this topic in this section.

Shots in the Mirror; PN 1995.9 G3 M3

Reasoning:  There were two editions of this book, which are quite similar.  We chose to remove the older one and keep the new edition.

Underworld USA; PN 1995.9 G3 M3
Reasoning:  There are two copies.  We only see the need to keep the one in best condition.

The A-Z of Horror Films; PN 1995.9 H6 M3245

Reasoning:  It is damaged, missing several pages.  We plan to replace this with something more up-to-date, but with similar content and organizational structure.

A Critical Guide to Horror Film Series; PN 1995.9 H6 H36

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection and is outdated.
Great Horror Movies; PN 1995.9 H6 F911

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection and is outdated.

Great Monsters of the Movies; PN 1995.9 H6 E3

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection and is outdated.  The book is also in poor condition.
Night Walkers; PN 1995.9 H6 W73

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection.

Horror Movies; PN 1995.9 H6 C5

Reasoning:  It repeats content found in other items in the collection.

Underground Film; PN 1995.9 E96 T9

Reasoning:  There are two copies.  We will keep the one in best condition.

Film:  The Front Line; PN 1995.9 E96 R68
Reasoning:  It is old, in poor condition, and has low circulation.

Visionary Film (3 copies); PN 1995.9 E96 553 1979

Reasoning:  There are four copies; we will keep one.  It repeats content found in other items in the collection.
The World of Fantasy Films; PN 1995.9 F36 M4 1980

Reasoning:  This book matches other content in the collection without adding much value, and other titles are more up-to-date.
Femmes Fatales; PN 1995.9 F44 D6 1991

Reasoning:  duplicate

Born to Lose; PN 1995.9 G3 

Reasoning:  The book is in poor condition, and its content is covered elsewhere.
Database/index to add:
We don’t have a suggested database to add.  The SU library system already uses the major databases we found when researching (JSTOR, Project Muse….). 
Titles to add:
Making the White Man’s Indian:  Native Americans and Hollywood Movies

Price:  $44.95  
Uncanny Bodies: The Coming of Sound Film and the Origins of the Horror Genre

Available Sept. 2007 from University of California Press

Price:  $60.00
Screen (Journal)

Price:  $226.00 for Print and Online access (together)  
Hollywood & War - A Film Reader   
Paperback List Price: $33.95

Sanctuary Cinema: Origins of the Christian Film Industry 
Price: $45.00

Pornography: Film And Culture 
Price: $24.95

Women of Blaxploitation: How the Black Action Film Heroine Changed American Popular Culture 
Price: $35.00

The Gangster Film Reader 
Price: $20.00 

Asia Shock: Horror and Dark Cinema from Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, And Thailand Price $19.95

A Not So Foreign Affair: Fascism, Sexuality, and the Cultural Rhetoric of American Democracy 
Price $23.95 

Apocalyptic Dread: American Film at the Turn of the Millennium 
Price: $74.50
Total: $608.25 (SU encourages their Library to meet or slightly exceed their budget.)
Group reflection on collection development: 

Beyond removing duplicates and items in poor condition, weeding gets difficult.  Even those of us who had actually spent some time weeding found it difficult to choose titles that would go, either out of a general attachment to printed works or because we don’t feel comfortable in our knowledge of what the users are and are not using.  In the film history field, our users may greatly value older works that are definitive for a period or reflect upon the immediate passing of a period.  Writers viewing films of the 1930’s through a lens of the 1960’s may present novel views unavailable in newer works, adding balance to a collection.  This characteristic made us eliminate age as a main reason to weed in this collection.  
Individual reflection: Jessica Howard

My collection development group worked collaboratively and efficiently in the library. We spent time together looking over the section we were assigned; coming up with criteria for weeding; weeding the section; and identifying titles to add. As someone who has never worked in a library before, this was a somewhat foreign assignment. However, I was comfortable with the process--most likely as a result of my comfort with the criteria and processes we came up with for handling the weeding. I have done scientific research in the past, so I am accustomed to going about things in this methodological way. I also valued Maureen and Molly's insight as people who have done this in libraries before. I have a new appreciation for the complexities of collection development, especially with the challenges posed by the need for keeping it in tune with the needs of the changing users that make up the faculty and student body.

Individual reflection: Maureen Southorn 

On this assignment, our team worked very well together on collaborating for our criteria and physical selection in both weeding and additions.  When compiling our titles to weed, we were generally in agreement for all selections and exceptions.  Our varied backgrounds in the library, research, and book vendor worlds helped us to balance the assignment well.  During the addition part of the task, we did encounter some trouble in compiling our list of titles.  Many newer books we thought were good acquisition choices did not appear to be in Summit or in the fifth floor stacks.  However, several were listed in Worldcat with an SU record.  This was the most valuable part of the exercise for me; now that I know that Summit is much touchier than the interface I use in my library, and I will be sure to check for titles in a few ways before assuming that Bird does not have the item.

Individual reflection: Molly Brazak

The collection development project was definitely a learning experience for me, though I went into it thinking it wouldn't be that different from my experience in the area. Maureen, Jessica and I looked through our assigned collection together to get a feel of the subject matter covered. I found the books very interesting, and it was difficult at times to decide which should be weeded out. I realize this must be a problem for most librarians. When we researched new books for the section, I was surprised yet impressed to see that there were not that many choice titles SU did not already have. This is a different situation than what I have been exposed to in a small public library. I enjoy collection development and look forward to the differences I will encounter in a school setting.
