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Special Topics Paper
This curriculum is designed as a unit to support grades 6-12 at a combined middle-high school library media center in rural CNY.  The unit will introduce students to Korean culture, history, and language.  

Introduction: Where is Korea, and why are there two?

National Geographic Map Service. The Two Koreas. July 2003. in O’Neill, Tom.  “Dangerous Divide: Korea’s DMZ” and “Due North: A Brief Visit Above the DMZ.” National Geographic Magazine Volume 204, Number 1 (July 2003) pp. 2-27.

Handouts: Library of Congress Country Profiles for North Korea and South Korea.  Obtain free at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles.html. 

Video: http://www.pbs.org/hiddenkorea/ 

Book: Park, Jeannie J., Edward J. Park, Sylvia R. Chwe, Beckhee Cho, et. al. An-nyong! Hello from Korea. Korean Overseas Information Service, Seoul, Korea: 1994.

Exploring Korean history and culture: a look online

Students will be given the opportunity to browse the sites below to learn about Korea on their own, and to write down which website was their favorite and why.  These sites will be bookmarked, and a teacher will roam/keep an eye out to make sure students are staying on task and reading about Korea.  At the end of the session, a few students will share their favorite websites and why they liked them.  Students will pass in their favorite website and why at the end of the period, and the teacher-librarian will post the websites listed and include why students liked each site on the school library webpage.   

1. http://media.graniteschools.org/Curriculum/korea/ this webpage, created by Utah’s Granite School District, provides an overview and history of Korea

2. http://www.lifeinkorea.com/culture/index.cfm a good overview site for Korean culture and history. 

3. http://english.tour2korea.com/index.asp official Korean Tourism website, for mock travel agent projects.
4. http://www.koreak12.org/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=26 Korea Foundation’s learning about Korea for K-12 materials.  Students can download podcasts of Korean folktales at this link: http://koreak12.org//index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=49&Itemid=26 (Korean folktales: 2A and 2B).

5. http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0307/feature1/index.html the online companion to the Nat’l Geographic article above.

6. http://www.teenkorean.net/index.jsp a social networking site for kids and teens looking for Korean pen pals.
7. http://www.kimsoft.com/korea.htm this portal, best for grades 9+, collects news about Korea, and categorizes them by topic or time period, and will be a good source for high school research projects. 
8. http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au//korea/kids.htm an introduction to Korean culture and history for middle grades.  
Extension project: choose one
· Reading about Korea: choose a book of historical or realistic fiction related to Korea or the Korean American experience.  You may choose a book from the list below, or bring in an alternate selection for approval.  Write a book report that answers these two questions: What did this book teach my about Korean history or culture? Would I recommend this book to friends, and why or why not? 
· Additional research for high school students: Choose a non-fictional aspect of the book you read, such as religious practices, a historical event, or sociological aspects, and use two primary or secondary sources to write a two-page report on this topic.  You may use the examples provided or think of an alternate topic.  You can propose an alternate topic, but teacher approval is not required.  Some examples follow the samples below.  
· Grades 6-8
1. Park, Linda Sue. A Single Shard. Dell: 2003.

2. Park, Linda Sue. Project Mulberry. Clarion Books, NY: 2005.

3. Park, Linda Sue. Archer’s Quest. Clarion Books, NY: 2006.

4. Holman, Sheri. The Royal Diaries: Sondok. Scholastic, NY: 2002.

5. Son, John. Finding My Hat. Orchard Books, NY: 2003.

· Grades 9-12

1. Lee, Marie G. Somebody’s Daughter. Beacon Press, Cambridge, MA: 2005.

a. Foreign adoption of Korean children: during what time period was this most common? In which areas of the US are Korean American adoptees concentrated?

b. South Korea’s government in the 1970s-1990s: What was South Korea like in the 1970s?  Did the US support South Korea’s government? Describe the results of your research on the complaints of protest groups and labor organizations before and after the 1988 Olympics.   

2. Delisle, Guy. Pyongyang: a Journey in North Korea. Drawn & Quarterly Books, Montreal, Quebec: 2003.
a. Compare and contrast news coverage released by the South Korean, American, North Korean, Chinese, and/or British media for a one-week period.  Are there differences? What subjects are ignored and/or focused on by certain sources?

b. Social trends in North Korea: Choose a topic on North Korea to learn more about.  Compared to other countries, how much of North Korea’s budget is set aside for military use, and how does this compare to other nations like the US, Japan, China, or South Korea? Delisle mentions that there are work camps located throughout North Korea; can you find documentaries or other books on this subject? 

c. The main character often compares North Korean life to the world imagined by author George Orwell in the book 1984.  Where did Orwell form his ideas about a tightly-controlled society?

d. What is Ju-che?  Where did this philosophy come from?

e. Chinese workers are present throughout Pyongyang.  Learn more about Sine-North Korean relations: where sis they originate? How have they changed over time?

3. Na, An. A Step from Heaven. Front Street, Asheville, NC: 2001.

4. Son, John. Finding My Hat. Orchard Books, NY: 2003.

Both of these books describe the immigrant experience of Korean families who have moved to the United States.

a. Can you pick out the extended family structure? How does this relate to Korean history?
b. Research Korean immigration patterns.  During what time period have Koreans migrated to other nations? What areas are popular?
c. The green card effect: Does moving to the US really expand opportunities for Koreans?  Is there a disparity related to educational level? 
Eight Book Annotations

Note: I am quite aware that the middle school selections are heavy with Linda Sue Park books.  However, after reviewing other historical fiction on this topic that is supposedly directed at this age group, I could not comfortably choose many alternatives because they did not offer a combination of high quality, historical/cultural accuracy, and appropriate content.  Park’s books are of high quality, cover many historical periods and cultural subjects, and are written so that students of both genders will enjoy them.  ~MKS
MIDDLE SCHOOL SELECTIONS

Park, Linda Sue. A Single Shard. Dell: 2003.

(NEWBURY MEDAL BOOK)

Park transports readers back to 12th century Korea to teach them about one of that time period’s wonders of the world: Korea’s celadon pottery.  As the story opens, orphaned Tree-ear struggles to collect food for himself and Crane-man, who has taken care of him since he was abandoned as a child.  Tree-ear stops to admire the pottery of Min, the most highly skilled potter of the region.  Tree-ear accidentally damages a piece when Min returns unexpectedly, and to repay this debt tree-ear comes to work for Min.  Tree-ear offers to bring a sample of a new series of pieces to the King’s emissary in the capital.  During Tree-ear’s journey, robbers damage the sample piece, and Tree-ear must decide if he should dare to present a single shard to the emissary, or to return home a failure.  Middle school readers will probably encounter initial reluctance at reading beyond the first pages of this novel, but they will be rewarded if they stick it out.  Park’s descriptions of this novel subject, lyrically described through the lens of Tree-ear’s attempts to seek approval from his new mentor while remaining loyal to Crane-man, will draw even reluctant readers into the rich texture of the past.
Park, Linda Sue. Project Mulberry. Clarion Books, NY: 2005.

Julia, a present day Korean American girl, pesters author Park to change this book’s plot between the chapters of this humorous work of realistic fiction.  Julia and her best friend Patrick need to pursue a project for a 4-H-type organization in their Chicago suburb.  When Julia’s mother suggests raising silkworms, Julia experiences mixed feelings, wanting to balance her loyalty to Patrick with her embarrassment about many Korean traditions and practices.  During the project, Julia and Patrick befriend Mr. Dixon, who owns the only mulberry tree in town, and learn about sustainable farming from their club leader.  Readers will learn about the silkworm life cycle, trends in small versus factory farms, overcoming fears, and modern-day race relations.  
Park, Linda Sue. Archer’s Quest. Clarion Books, NY: 2006.

Twelve-year-old Kevin has just settled in for a lonely, boring afternoon when the strangest thing happens: an arrow pierces his cap.  Archer, as Kevin calls this King of the 50 BC Kingdom of Koguryo (which will later become Korea), has lost his way… and has mysteriously appeared over 2040 years later in Kevin’s upstate New York home.  This mix of fantasy, history, and adventure will attract readers ages 9-13, particularly boys.  Park smoothly blends elements of Korean culture (use of the Chinese lunar zodiac cycle) and history (Archer and other origin legends) into modern life.  Students will enjoy the adventure elements, since Kevin and Archer must cross the city in a search to send Archer home before the lunar cycle runs out.

Holman, Sheri. Sondok: Princess of the Moon and Stars (The Royal Diaries, Korea, AD 595). Scholastic, NY: 2002.
Holman, a successful author of adult historical fiction, brings her trademark independent spirit and energetic, flippant tone to Sondok, princess and heir to the Silla kingdom throne.  Sondok recounts her feelings of loneliness in the royal quarters, missteps in dealing with a Chinese emissary who later becomes her tutor, suppressed anger at having to tend to silkworms but not pursue openly her interest in astronomy, and great affection for Chajang, a friend and companion from a different social class.  Readers will empathize with Sondok as she sacrifices her secret astronomy studies in a bid to save Chajang’s life and masks her outrage when her father banishes his wife in an attempt to produce a male heir.  Holman deftly incorporates a large mass of historical and cultural elements into this vividly told first-person narrative, detailing shamanistic ceremonies, traditional festivals and sporting events, the practices of royal astronomers plotting the lunar calendar, the shadow of impending war with the Paekche kingdom, and the careful balance her family seeks to leverage Chinese friendship without falling under the larger neighbor’s rule.  Historical notes and charts follow the narrative text, adding more insights into ancient Korea’s international relations and royal succession patterns.
HIGH SCHOOL SELECTIONS

Lee, Marie G. Somebody’s Daughter. Beacon Press, Cambridge, MA: 2005.

Sarah, a Korean girl adopted by stereotypical Midwestern family, has felt out of place all of her life.  After high school graduation, Sarah impulsively drops out of university to attend the “Motherland Program”, a language program for ethnic Koreans who have lost their language abilities abroad.  After Sarah’s arrival, she still feels lost – she looks native, but she’s in an alien culture and is the worst Korean speaker in the entire program.  With the help of a classmate and a native speaking partner, Sarah looks for comfort in her past and discovers that her birth mother might be alive.  Alternating with Sarah’s story is a flashback look at the life of Kyung-sook, a Korean village woman growing up in the 1970s.  Will Sarah and Kyung-sook find a happy ending? The book closes with a happy reunion, but it may not be the one readers expect.  This powerful book about a search for roots includes graphic descriptions of Sarah’s sexual awakening and the violence of a country under dictatorship, so it is best suited to teens 15+.
Delisle, Guy. Pyongyang: a Journey in North Korea. Drawn & Quarterly Books, Montreal, Quebec: 2003.
This graphic memoir chronicles two months in the life of a French Canadian cartoonist who travels to North Korea to supervise an animation project.  Delisle accurately blends historical fact with personal insights in an entertaining style that will easily hold the interest of teen readers.  Delisle is closely watched throughout his visit, sequestered within a carefully controlled section of the North Korean capital.  The author rereads a copy of George Orwell’s 1984 during the visit, often linking the book’s text to his daily experiences.  Illustrations are skillful and insightful, bringing a chilling clarity to subtle text and capturing the darkness of a nation that only uses electricity to illuminate the great leader and impress important foreign visitors. The militant, machine-like movement of the people is especially apparent, and he brings a great sadness to the text and illustrations.  Readers will be especially disturbed by the stark contrast of the “foreign compound” where international organizations insulate their staff from the city, and as Delisle recounts a visit to a children’s school, where sweat and clenched teeth appear on smiling eight-year-old faces robotically performing tasks for show.  
Na, An. A Step from Heaven. Front Street, Asheville, NC: 2001.

This rich novel, full of pain and beauty, describes the immigration experience of a Korean family through the eyes of Young Ju, who is four when the family flies to Los Angeles.  America, in Young Ju’s eyes, should be one step from heaven, but the experiences that follow show her that this ideal is far from the truth.  As Young grows older, she learns to hide from her alcoholic father, keep her brother out of trouble, and take on most of the household chores as her mother spends more time away from home, working multiple jobs so they can move out of their ghetto apartment and into a house with an actual grass yard.  Young Ju’s story serves as a case study for not just the Korean American experience, but the immigrant experience as a whole in a country filled with families whose ancestors came to start anew.  Na’s writing style chronicles Young Ju’s maturity and language growth, opening the book with the short, choppy memories of a four-year-old and gradually transforming the text into rich, complex narrative as Young Ju reaches adulthood.  This book is appropriate for a young adult audience; situations of abuse and alcoholism may disturb readers under 13.     

Son, John. Finding My Hat. Orchard Books, NY: 2003.

In Son’s memoir-like novel, first person narrator Jin-Han Park chronicles his life as the son of Korean immigrants.  His family packs up life in Chicago to move first to Memphis, then Houston when his father decides to open a wig store.  Jin-Han’s life is made up a hybrid of Korean and American elements: corn dogs and Rubi’s cubes paired with bulgogi (barbequed Korean meat), buried kimch’i, and lunar new year celebrations.  As the wig store slowly gains success and Jin-Han grows older, readers can recognize the complexities of race relations in the 1970s interlaced with Jin-Han’s personal experiences of finding an American girlfriend who will accept his Korean nature and having the face facts when his mother becomes ill.  Like An Na, Son writes chronologically, text matching the narrator’s age in each vignette.  This look at Korean-American life, though, is more humorous if not as triumphant.    

