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Shura, Mary Francis and Ted Lewin (illus.). 1985. The Search for Grissi. NY: Avon Books.

Hi, everyone, I’m Mrs. S and I’m here to talk to you about a great book today.  First, let me see a show of hands – how many of you have had to move before?  Well, I’m here to talk to you about this book: The Search for Grissi.  TSFG is about a boy named Peter who has to move in the middle of sixth grade.  It’s hard to move in the middle of the school year – everyone has already met the other new students, and suddenly you’re the last one to join the class.  Peter moves from a town called Peoria to Brooklyn, NY.  He’s 11 years old, he likes to draw, and he doesn’t like having to walk home his 7-year-old sister, Dee Dee.  On the second day of school, Peter walks in front of Dee Dee, and when he turn back to see if she’s catching up, he sees her talking to an old man.  The old man, named the Captain, gives Dee Dee a cat named Grissi.  Peter doesn’t want a cat, but he lets Dee Dee bring the cat home anyway.  Within days, the whole house revolves around Grissi.  One day, during the first snow of the year, a dog gets loose and chases Grissi away through the alley by the back yard.  Peter and Dee Dee try to catch him, but it’s too late – Grissi is gone.  Will Peter and Dee Dee find Grissi?  Can they track down the Captain for help?  Will Peter ever make friends at his new school?  I’m not going to tell you – go check the book out and read it to find out what happens next.    
