Special Topics Paper – 612 – Julie Matz
 An Introduction to the U. S. A.
As American as Baseball, Motherhood and Apple Pie

In a country made up of immigrants, and in this day and age, one would think that a word like "multicultural" would include all cultures . . .






Mellisa Jean Cody, posting on July 25th
Purpose:
This multimedia unit utilizing print, audiovisual and digital sources, is designed to introduce those students new to our county, and our school, to various cultural, political, geographical and sociological aspects of their new home.  While this outline is geared for third through fifith grades, the content and activities can be adjusted up or down depending on the audience.  In addition, the unit can be used by the Parent Coordinator and the PTA as part of their efforts to welcome new families into P. S. 160’s learning community.  
1.  INTRODUCTION     As American as Apple Pie    (2 to 3 lessons)
To begin, it is important to establish that everyone in our school has ancestors that trace their roots to other parts of the world.  Often the United States is referred to as a “melting pot” where various cultural ingredients come together to create a country that reflects those different parts, yet still make up one stew. You  may of heard  the phrase, “That’s as American as apple pie!”.   Well, let’s find out what it really means to be as American as apple pie. 
· 


  Read How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World, written and illustrated by Marjorie Priceman. 
SUMMARY: This story begins with a young girl circa 1900 small town America, reading the list of ingredients for apple pie.  When the market is closed, she is instructed by the narrator to “ . . .pack a suitcase . .[ t]ake your shopping list and some walking shoes . . . [and] catch a steamship board for Europe.”  Before she is done, she will have traveled to each of the countries where the ingredients are grown: Italy (semolina wheat), France (chicken/eggs), Sri Lanka (cinnamon), England (cow/milk), Jamaica (sugarcane), and the Atlantic Ocean (saltwater/salt).  Once back home, our young culinary traveler makes her apple pie and share is with friends she met along the way.

· Going back to the endpapers, we see a map of the world showing where the ingredients originate.  This is the perfect jumping off point to distribute maps to the students and have them trace their journey to the United State and eventually to Jamaica, Queens.  Provide tracing paper and colored pencils so each student can reproduce their trip, with speech bubbles to provide additional information about their stops.  

· A follow-up activity could be to have a desert party where apple pie is served along with deserts provided by the class that come from “their country”.  Older students and parents could assemble a cookbook of desserts to share with the rest of the school community.
2.   GEOGRAPHY 101     You Unite the States                     (3 to 4 lessons)
This activity can be used by any class, at any level above first grade, because it not only introduces the map of the United States, it also provides students with a refresher on manual dexterity skills required to use the mouse on desktop, or use their fingers as a mouse on a laptop.

· 

 View  the DVD The Scrambled States of America and More Stories of Our Country, produced by Weston Woods.  Start with the animated version of  “The Scrambled States of America” by Laurie Keller where the states all get bored with their locations and change places for a while.  Prompt the students to be on the lookout for the regional delicacies each state brings to the party they have at one point.  Also, student should be introduced to the character “Uncle Sam” who narrates the story.  He does a pretty good job of introducing himself, and his importance beyond this video should be established.  
· Distribute a map of the United States to each student, and make sure there is a big one on display in the room (The US Census sent a terrific map to all elementary teachers as part of the 2000 Census).  Together find New York State and then New York City.  Play an I Spy game where you “spy” a certain state and invite your students to find it.  With younger children you may want to focus on color and shape, while with older students you can use geographical vocabulary such as east, west, north, south, coast, boundary, etc.
· 
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Now it is the students turn to unscramble the states!  Visit  Ben's Guide to U.S. Government for Kids www.bensguide.gpo.gov .   Click on “grades 3 through 5” and then “Games and Activities”.  Find “Interactive Games” and click on large map.  Up comes Ben looking to publish a map in his Almanac but all the states have fallen off.  Your students should work in teams to move the states from their pile at the bottom, back to their unscrambled places.  Each time you click on a state, a box appears with its name and capital.  When the state is hovering over its correct spot, it snaps into place.  Experience has shown that two pairs of eyes and hands make this activity initially less frustrating.  When the map is fully completed, fireworks appear!  For the more adventurous, you can try placing the states back without their outline on the map.  There is plenty opportunity for good natured competition with this activity.
· The Scrambled States of America also comes in a card game format. Produced by Gamewright., It tests kids' knowledge of the United States with questions like find a state that ends with the letter A. The deck includes 50 state cards, 50 scramble cards, 22 postcards, and 4 US maps. It is for 2-4 players, though could be played in teams.  It is a great follow-up companion activity to the DVD.

3.   AMERICAN  VALUES     Take Me Out to the Ballgame      (1 to 2 lessons)

 Hand in hand with diversity, comes recognition that different people show their value systems in different ways.  Part of coming to a new country is watching to see how others introduce themselves, address family and friends and even set their tables for dinner.  Some values are universal, and in the United States, we have incorporated many stories from afar into our folk story collection and our day to day habits.  This lesson combines our national pastime and the Bill of Rights with a lesson from the Kabbalah that is right at home in the Midwestern town in which it is set.

· 

Read Mr. Peabody’s Apples, by Madonna and illustrated by Loren Long.
SUMMARY: Set during the summer in Happyville, “which wasn’t a very big town”, we meet Mr. Peabody, the town’s elementary school history teacher, and coach of Happyville’s Little League Team.  We also meet Billy Little, a big fan of baseball and  Mr. Peabody.  After each game, Mr. Peabody walks through town, saying hello to his neighbors, and stopping by Mr. Funkadeli’s fruit stand to pick out the shiniest apple.  Tommy Ttiilebottom notices that Mr. Peabody didn’t pay for his apple and Tommy tells his friends what he saw.  The next week, after the game, Tommy and his friends watch Mr. Peabody pocket his apple and they tell their parents, who tell their neighbors and soon everyone hears the apple story.  No one comes to the next game but Billy Little, who tells Mr. Peabody that everyone thinks he’s a thief.  Mr. Peabody takes Billy to the fruit stand where he learns that Mr. Peabody pays Mr. Funkadeli for a week’s worth of apples each Saturday morning.  Billy runs off to tell Tommy the truth.  When Tommy tells Mr. Peabody he was sorry because he didn’t understand because it looked like he didn’t pay for the apples,  Mr Peabody replies, “It doesn’t matter what it looked like.  What matters is the truth”.  To illustrate his point, Mr. Peabody uses the contents of a feather pillow to help Tommy see the extent of the damage he did to Mr. Peabody’s reputation.  
· In Madonna’s dedication, she says that this story highlights the power of words and why they must be chosen and spoken carefully to avoid harming others. Under the US Constitution, we have the freedom of speech, but with that freedom comes responsibility.  In a discussion  following this story, the librarian or teacher can invite students to talk about how falsehoods can get spread and if they, themselves, feel they have been prejudged by other classmates.  
· The illustrations in this book have a vintage quality to them that reflect the nature of small town America.  As such, they deserve a second look for evidence of life rural life in a small town circa 1930s or so.  Other books about small town life could be read as well, such as The Ox Car Man, by Donald Hall or The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton.   

· While on the topic of baseball, and the turn of the century, you may want to take the time to read Christopher Bing’s illustrated poem of Casey at the Bat,.  Mudville and Happyville have a lot in common.  In addition, it is an opportunity to introduce students to legendary national heros like The Babe and Shoeless Joe, among others.  Depending on their country of origin, your students may have baseball (or cricket) stories of their own.  If there is time, it might be fun to go outside and play an inning or two.  Don’t forget the peanuts and Cracker Jacks!
4.     [image: image4.wmf]AMERICA IN POETRY & SONG             (2 to 3 lessons)
Chances are your students already know some patriotic songs, though they may not know the actual words! Here’s how to get started.
· Read the lyrics to the Pledge of Allegiance and watch The Star Spangled Banner.  Children’s Press has a beautifully photographed version of the Pledge of Allegiance for the younger set written by Lloyd Douglas, and Candlewick Press recently published I Pledge Allegiance: the Pledge of Allegiance, by Francis Bellamy with annotated and illustrated explanations of each phrase.  Peter Spier’s  Star Spangled Banner is included on the Scrambled States of America DVD cited earlier.  Make sure your students have copies of the lyrics so they can read along with Aretha Franklin’s rendition.  The youngest ones can simply watch and listen.  Every country has a National Anthem and students could be encouraged to use the web to find a site that shows their flag and plays the anthem from their country of origin.  Early elementary students can color the American flag on one side, and the flag that represents their native land on the other.

· Sing along to Woody Guthrie’s “This Land is Your Land”
Another track on the Scrambled States of America DVD is Woody Guthrie’s classic “This Land is Your Land”.   The illustrations for the animation come from the book of the same name, with pictures by Kathy Jakobsen.  Again, reviewing the lyrics before viewing the song is suggested.  Even if you are not a singer, teach your students the melody and at least the chorus.  They will feel right at home when they hear this song again, which they certainly will.  
5.  AMERICAN ARTS & CRAFTS        A Multi-Cultural Approach     (1 lesson) 
· 

  Use Origami USA by Duy Nguyen for a multicultural patriotic craft project.  As a hands-on component to this unit, locate some light weight origami paper in red, white and blue and get busy folding!  Nguyen’s book includes instructions for a number of American icons: an American eagle, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Betsy Ross and even Elvis Presley.  This lesson will appeal to all students in your school and may be a nice time to let students invite a friend from their class to come make origami figures together.  The products can be displayed by making a simple mobile using bamboo skewers, twist ties and fishing line.  
6.   SUMMARY           All Aboard a Virtual Field Trip                    (1 lesson)
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  Welcome to the Virtual Field Trips at Tramline!
To wrap up our introduction to American culture, geography and folklore, via the magic of the web, students can partake in a virtual field trip.  By logging into My America Field Trip, found at http://www.tramline.com/ss/america , they start at the Trailhead with some introductory questions (What does America mean to you?) and vocabulary (anthem, bison, liberty, patriot, treason, etc.).   When they click on Start the Field Trip they will find there are twelve stops in total.  Each one takes them to another part of the web, but trip control keys located on the right of their screen safely bring them “home”.  While touring, students will learn about the history of the Star Spangled Banner, meet bison, visit Mt. Rushmore and consider the history of the only North Americans who are not immigrants, the indigenous Indian tribes.  
In addition, by clicking on Teacher’s Resources, librarians will find additional web-based lessons on July 4th activities, baseball, Native Americans, Ellis Island and Yellowstone National Park.  
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