Handout #1: Learning About Haiku

Name: _______________________________

Learning About Haiku  
Haiku is a traditional form of Japanese poetry. Haiku poems consist of 3 lines. The syllable pattern of a haiku is 5, 7, and 5. The first and last lines of a Haiku have 5 syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables.

Since Haiku poetry only uses three lines the poems are usually about simple things in nature. An animal, a season, a raindrop or a snowflake are all examples of things you might write a Haiku about.

Here is an example of Haiku poetry from the story “Wabi Sabi” written by Mark Reibstein:  

Poor Wabi Sabi!
 


syllables: _____

As simple as a brown leaf.    
syllables: _____

So ordinary!”           


syllables: _____

Here is a poem to help you remember how many syllables are in each line of a Haiku poem.





I am first with five





Then seven in the middle





Five again to end.

**Remember a syllable is a part of a word pronounced as a unit. The word “syllable”  has 3 syllables:   syl-la-ble 

